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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

To rwn a-muck and tilt at all I meet; 

I only wear it in a land of Heectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.—Pore. 








PROROGATION OF PARLIAMENT. 








Our gracious masters, who have been amusing them- 
selves with various pretty performances, at the theatre 
royal, St. Stephens, have at last tired themselves (having 
tired us long ago) with their exertions ; they have closed 
their season; and retired to amuse themselves in some 
other mode. The meeting or the prorogation of Parliament 
is not now a matter of much importance. Weknow them 
too well to expect any thing from them; and they know 
that we are too well acquainted with past treachery, to be 
duped any long-r by professions. They are, therefore, 
anxious to avoid any discussion; and knowing how all 
discussion will end, we are not, perhaps, quite so anxious 
to press it, as we should be. They tacitly acknowledge 
they are not our representatives ; and we are tired of tell- 
ing them what they are besides. They are anly anxious 
that we should be quiet ; and we do not at present per- 
eeive any means of exerting ourselves usefully towards 
the immediate attainment of ourends. They tel] us every 
thing is going on as well.as it ean; but they do not tell, 
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‘abet(ors'; for ‘it is‘notorious, that in their sta 
‘insidiowsly” ‘recommended to Naples, to Portugal, and to 
‘Spain (after having “succeeded in France) an adoption of 
‘two chambers of legislation, one ef those chambers to be 
 aristocratically privileged, as characteristic of the English 
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topics, divectiagy the mindito extraneous: matter, which 
causes obscurity. where light showdigive lif and energy 
and which creates confusion Where simplicity would pro- 
duce the order that conduces to success. 

In an English work lately published, it, hath, as ac- 


‘khowledged | by able and Icarned teh of each of the nations 
“béen demonstrated, that a national polity or constitution, 


to be perfect'in its kind, must consist of five elements only, 

and that the English constitution (therein for the first time 
accurately defined) hath this perfection. If such be the 
truth, then, so admirable a simplicity must greatly facili- 
tate’ an acquisition of the political kuowledge which is es- 
séntial'to a state’s well-being '; as wellas to a good under- 


‘Standimg with bordering states. 


Hence: as “« liberty is the end and scope of the English 


constitation,”* | it should seem desirable, that, throughout 


the five nations, so well fitted by recent experience for be- 
coming a sacred union of free states, an accurate acquain- 


tance with that constitution ought, for a reason now to be 


assigned; to be disseminated ; “as, besides practically. ex- 
damping the importance of theoretic truth, this course 
ld'expose, in one particular, the wickedness of a ma- 
neeuvré’on the part of the allied BIO and their 
-craft they 


constitution. 

On this account, the above-noticed literary work, ‘at 
such a” period most opportunely comes forth, and must 
have an advantage peculiar to itsel', from its exhibiting 
the Eagtish Constitution ‘in all the purity of its original 
and unchangeable simplicity, admitting of only one 
chamber of legislation: while that spurious polity, which 
the ‘allied dyranits, as ‘aforesaid. Tecommend, is, In the 
said literary “work, proved to be a base counterfeit, made 


up of usurpation, corruption, systematic deception, and 


arbitrary power. It is ‘therefore important, that, at this 
eventtu ‘CYiSts' in the destinies of Europe, the five nations 
shotild, on that’ point, be undeccived. 

THe unprincipled despots, affecting to tread in the 
poplar fodtste ps of Montesquieu, De Lolme, and ‘other 
mistaken literati, in so recommendiyg a mischievous coun- 
terfeit, have thereby prepared, so soon as the genuine 
“polity: shell be generally known, a tritin,ph to him who 
‘hath exhibited and defined that polity. : 
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* Blacks. Com. 1. 6. 
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The despots having proclaimed the excellence of the 
English Constitution, they thus provoked discussion ‘on 
its merits; and, in this discussion it hath to their confa- 
sion, been shown, that its excellence is of a totally differ- 
ent and opposite quality, to what they insidiously, or ig-- 
norantly, represent, 

The despots, on this point. of excellence, having for 
the purposes of delusion and tyranny, officiously, led ,the 
way ; it behoves the literati in the service of liberty,’ for 
the purposes of truth, justice, and frecdom, promptly, to 
follow ; that so, the People of the five nations may judge 
between their enemies and their friends, and learn to dis- 
tiuguish false guides from faithful conductors ! 

If it be true, that in the work alluded to,.namely— 
“The English Constitution Produced and Ltlustrated,”’ 
a polity of only five elements, as being all that can enter 
into a good government, hath been clearly. brought to 
view, must it not be sound, policy in the liberal Spaniard, 
and the patriot Portuguese, in the virtuous Italian, and 
the honest Frenchman, conjointly, with the Englishman, 
to impress on the collective community of the five nations 
this grand trath—that perfect, polity must lie within the 
narrow compass of only five elements? Observing that 
there are now in London eminently enlightened ,char- 
acters from the other four of the five countries ; and 
likewise observing, that the English press, gives a wider 
circulation than any other in Europe to liberal opinions, 
can such characters do better, for availing themselves of 
that admiration of the English polity, which the despots 
affect to entertain, than by joining, but not. without due 
discrimination, in that encomium, in order to excite m- 
quiry ; seeing that such inquiry, wayst unmask those eulo- 
gizing impostors, who. have so hypocriteally praised the 
English Constitution ? WER 

Thus, while aiding to promote in England a wide dif- 
fusion of fundamental truths, the intelligent Spaniard, 
in coucurrence with the persecuted exile from every otber 
Bourbon-ruled siate, might at the same fime be layin a 
solid ground for an utter expulsion of tyranny, with the 
intinity of its atrocities and vexations, by, planting in tbe 


. » 41 3 ' ‘ . oe Ww 
minds and hearts of those master-spirits who, it.is to be 


hoped, are the destined saviours of thieir yative lands, the 
necessaty knowledge; since tyranny cannot stand before 
public opinion, when that opinion is the offspring of ‘om- 
nipotent truth. Maa MTR fot 
Here, it is material to remark, that, to bring about in 
the Bourbonized ‘states a nationaltegencration, was Tie- 
cessarily an abortive effort, while in trying the, experi- 
ment, it was attempted to reconcile contradictions and to 
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us that well for them is not well forus. We perceive 
this ; and we see that what they call well, is very ill as 
far as we are concerned :—but for this they care nothing, 
while we are disposed to put up with it ; and our good na- 
ture puts them in the most excellent spirits. Mr. Canning 
has not abused the reformers since he has been in office; and 
Lord Liverpool has actually begun to praise them. It was 
but the other day, that he declared Birmingham to be 
a very loyal place indeed, and as well disposed as 
any town inthe kingdom. Just at that moment the peo- 
ple of Birmingham were arranging a dinner to Mr. Hunt, 
to express their continued devotion to the principles which 
rendered them so obnoxious to Lord Liverpool some two 
or three years back : and for which a number of the inha- 
bitants were prosecuted, fined, and imprisoned. These 
men were about to meet to tell Lord Liverpool that they 
had not changed their opinion of him, nor their hatred of 
his political measures—that they had not forgotten his 
different declarations, that the distress was owing one 
year to two many mouths, and in the next to too much food 
—that they had not forgotten their own injuries, nor the 
Manchester Massacre—when Lord Liverpool volunteers 
an eulogy upon the loyalty of BirmMiIncHam !— 
This was a dextrous means of informing them that they 
may think what they will, and say what they please, 
provided they will do nothing else ;—that they may even 
praise the Spaniards, and make muskets for them ; pro- 
vided they will not think of speaking to oppression and 
usurpation in the Spanish mode! This liberality on the 
part of his Lordship does not even stop here. After de- 
fending the dispersion of the blanketeers, and commending 
the massacre in 1819, he comes forward to vouch even for 
the loyalty of MANCHESTER! “ There is not,” says he, 
“a more loyal, or a better disposed place in the kingdom 
than Manchester.” He did not tell us how it became so : 
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put we all remember the time, when his Lordship de- 
scribed it as the very hot-bed of sedition, as the very centre 
of that dangerous radicalism against which every loyal 
sword was to be pointed. We must look to them eans which 
have been employed to root out the disaffected sparit, and to 
plant royalty inits stead. In the first instance, some score or 
two were dragged out of the town, at the instigation of Lord 
Sidmouth’s agitators,* and thrown into different dungeons 
where solitary confineirent and rough treatment must have 
qualified them admirably to become loyal subjects, in the 
treasury meaning o! the phrase. Lord Liverpool does not 
teach himself loyalty and affection for the system in the 
same way. He gives himself a good round salary, a snug 
pension or two, with remainder to his friends—and a whole 
batch of titles to make him right noble. From such ma- 
nure, we can readily imagine that loyalty would spring 
up and spread rapidly enough. Itis the rank weed of 
such soils; but that it should have grown out of the dun- 
geoning, and dfagooning, at Manchester, does surprise 
us a little;—and though Lord Liverpool is a very high 
authority, we can hardly believe him. However, he says 
so ;—and we have his word to prove that the blanketeers 
were pummelled into a love of social order as defined by 
the Manchester Magistrates ; and that the Reformers on 
the 16th of August imbived lessons of undebauched loy- 
alty from ihe sabres of the drunken yeomanry. These 
are the miracles of the days of George the Fourth, 


—-~- — — — - —_—— -_—-——_ —— oo - ee —- >= se ———— 


* Lord Liverpool on the occasion alluded to, said that all the mischief 
had been produced by ‘* agilators’’ from the neighbouring parts. This 
is true. The bevy of agitators, under the direction of that moral man 
Oliver, produced all that was mischief; but how comes Lord Liverpool 
io be so candid. Macbeth exclaims ~** What! can the devil speak 


true?’’ Now wedo not accuse his lordship of personating, or imitating 
his Satannie Majesty, notwithstanding his attachment to legitimacy: 
—but we were surprised to find that he dare allude to the inferna 
agency employed by the Ministry to produce disorder. 























}12 THE BLACK DWARF. 


wrought by the tongue of the chicf-priest Liverpool ! 
And they are all wrought upon his mind by a Iittle 
quietness! ‘This is the sovereign balm to soothe the 
irritation of a minister. Let the multitade be qucet, and it 
is the best natured thing imaginable. Let it but attempt 
to stir; and the chains and the muzzles, tne bayonets and 
the cannon, are called for without delay. His Lordship 
might indeed have given more weight to his assertion, by 
moving for the repeal of the five acts passed to make Man- 


chester and Birmingham loyal. They cannot now be needed. 


—If the people are so loyal, why prevent them from 
meeting as heretofore, to express their loyalty? What 
need of restrictions? ‘The ministry have got no agitators 
out at present, have they? There is nothing to dread, is 
there,that the disloyalty, like an ill-cured ague may return ? 
‘These ministers are too cunning to tell us all they know, 
or half what they fear; but a little praise, like a comph- 
ment to a lady, costs nothing and pledges to nothing : and if 
it will help to keep the many quiet, so much the better 
for the few. The importance of the evidence of a prime 
minister* in favour of the people has led us into a di- 
gression from the prorogation of parliament, and the con- 
sideration of one of those things with which it concludes, 
called a King’s speech! The one produced on the present 
occasion, is indeed barely worth a consideration: but it is 
graced with such high authoritv that we cannot in cour- 
tery do other than notice it. The first paragraph is as fol- 
lows.— 


My Lorps AyD GENTLEMEN,—We are commanded by his Ma- 


+ Mr. Brougham says, Lord Liverpool is no more prime minister 
than he is, because Lord Eldon, the worthy Lord Chancellor, rides the 
great horse in the Cabinet ; but Mr. Brougham is a little wrong. Lord 
Liverpool receives the salary of the premier, which Mr. Brougham 
doés nét—he ehjoys the patronage of the office, which Mr. Brougham 
does not; and if he cannot prevent the Chancellor fiom ruling ‘“ the 


roast,” he comes in for a share of the feast, which Mr. Brougham 
must not hope to do yet, 
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Jesty’s, in releasing you from your attendance im Parliament, to 
express to you his Majesty’s acknowledgements for the zeal and as- 
siduity wherewith you have applied yourselves to the several ob- 
jects which his Majesty recommended to your attention at the open- 
ing of the Sessions——His Majesty entertains a confident expec- 
tation that the provisions of internal regulation, which you have 
adopted with respect to Ireland will, when carried into effect, tend 
tu remove some of the evils which have so long afilicted that part 
of the United Kingdom.” 

Our readers know that these speeches are always thie 
speeches of the ministry ; and they will admire the gra- 
titude which prompts the praise of the “ zeal and assi- 
dutty” of both houses of parliament in the service of the 
ministry. So very zealous have they been in this duty, 
that it may account for the neglect of another. We have 
high authority for the statement that a man cannot serve 
God and Mammon at the same time. Which the parliament 
served we say not :—only the speech mentions nothing of 
the former :—and we cannot supply the deficiency. His 
Majesty’s “ confident expectation” of any good resulting 
to Ireland from the Insurrection Act, and the other acts 
passed for the internal regulations of the country, he will 
find dissappointed. No good can be done there, until 
{relaud is free from tie controul of England. That coun- 
try must have its own legislature, and its liberty, before 
it can be happy. All religious distinctions must be abo- 
lished::—The tithe system must be abrogated, and a new 
system introduced, before Ireland can become other than it 
is—‘a nest of tyrants, and aden of slaves.” If his Majesty 
had known any thing about the matter, he would not have 
mentioned this. He has boasted of having an “Irish heart ;”’ 
but.a man should have an Irish head, to do Ireland any good. 
Where the minority rules the majority for the sake of plun- 
dering them, which is the case in Ireland, palltatives are of 
no avail. Nothing but a. thorough reform«¢an do any good. 


All the little mincing measures, by which the party in 
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power throws sops to the party out of power, are useless. 
It is the fashion to think that Ireland has neither courage 
nor energy enough for a revolution. Perhaps not—but if 
she cannot fake herself out of the arms of England, she 
can throw herself into the arms of France, and this will 
be the probable result, no matter for the “‘ confident ex- 
pectations of his Majesty.’”’ The paragraph is framed very 
cunningly. The good is only promised when the measures 
are carried into effect ; and that would never be, did Eng- 
land rule Ireland to the day of doom! They cannot be 
carried into effect, until the Protestant dominationis at an 
end, and then they will not be needed. 
The speech goes on to say :— 


“ We are commanded to assure you, that you may depend upon 
the firm, but temperate exercise of those powers which you have 
entrusted to his Majesty, for the suppression of violence and outrage 
in that country, and for the protection of the lives and properties of 
his Majesty’s loyal subjects.” 


This is all nonsense. Neither his Majesty, nor his 
Majesty’s Ministers here, nor the Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land, have any power to guarantee sucha promise. The 
mode of carrying into effect the arbitrary powers entrasted 
nominally to the Irish government, depends upon the 
Orange faction, which may be deputed to execute them. 
The only means of suppressing the violence and outrage, 
is by putting an end to the cause of it; and that would 
be to destroy the political power of the ministry in Ireland, 
which the Ministers will not do if they can avoid it. 

We wonder much where his Majesty has been to have 


learnt the odd news which follows ;—namely, that— 


“Tt is with the greatest satisfaction that his Majesty is enabled 
to contemplate the ftourishing condition of all branches of our com- 
merce, and manufactures, and the gradual abatement of those 
difficulties under which the agricultural interest has so long and so 
severely suffered.” 


If his Majesty has been travelling in disguise through 


the commercial and manufacturing districts, and has pick- 
ed up thisinformation, we are very much obliged to him 
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forit. But how are we to reconcile this with the state- 
ments that he is so lame, as not to be able to walk, and 
so easily fatigued that he rarely ventures on horseback. 
We have never heard of his having been at Birmingham, 
or Manchester, or Dundee, or Glasgow, or Leeds, or 
Halifax, or Huddersfield :—and our accounts from these 
places do not tally with this alledged “flourishing con- 
dition of all branches of our commerce and manufactures.” 
The statements made to us are, that, although there is a 
great deal of business doing, there is very little proft, 
and very great risk. ‘This is reversing the true prosperity 
of trade and commerce, whieh consists in an adequate 
profit and little risk. From all we can learn, the manu- 
facturers are endeavouring to make up by the quantity 
they sell for the declining profits of their business. This 
falls heavily upon the journeyman, whose wages are re- 
duced to the lowest standard. We wonder whether his 
Majesty would talk of the prosperous condition of the 
manufactures, if he were a Sprtalfields weaver, or a 
Manchester colton-spinner. He cannot take a mouthful, 
properly prepared to tempt the royal palate, that costs 
much less than a weaver’s wages fora week. It is true 
that the prices of provisions are low---that the mere neces- 
aries of life may be obtained by the labouring manufac 

turer---that they can exist at present, because the weight 
of the taxation rests principally upon the land, The al- 
teration in the currency has been beneficial to those who 
had none fo be affected by the change, and there is not 
that absolute famine raging amongst the labouring manu- 
tacturers which was felt in 1817 and 1819. But as to 
the flourishing condition of our manufactures, and com- 
merce, it is all a pretence—a mere assertion without any 
foundation. The revenue is a mill-stone round the neck 
of enterprize. . Nothing but English patience and En- 
glish credulity would bear with it ; and though it is borne, 
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it is constantly withering up the national resources. Let 
the King go to Manchester, and inquire of the loyal yeo- 
manry, whether they are quite satisfied with the state of 
trade: or let Lord Liverpool make interest with heaven 
for a bad harvest this season, and the King will find the 
eondition of trade and commerce to be very different from 
what his speech describes. His ministers have put this 
into his mouth, no doubt; as their trade is better 
than ever! They have got war salaries, and peace prices. 
The people have now got both on the peace establishment. 
When the prices of provisions rise, and the price of labour 
does not keep them company, the hydra of reform will 
rear its terrific head again: and king’s speeches will 
not lall it to repose. The agricultural difficulties, as the 
speech tells us, are also gradually abating. True— 
prices are better, but the markets are looking down again. 
The dearest part of the season is over; and a large crop will 
eurse the farmersazain. Ina time of peace, and with ordi- 
nary seasons, the agriculturists may creep on—but they will 
agake no more fortanes. There are no more loans to be spent 
@mongst them now. They have got all to pay, and nothing 
to teeeive. Taking the estimate of the taxation by the 
amount of wheat it will purchase, and it is HIGHER 
now than it has ever been ; and as it all must rest upon the 
fand,sm its altimate collection, this is the only mode of es- 
timating its effects. It is unfortunate for themselves, that 
#0 few of the farmers have any brains ; but the bottom of 
theit potkets will be found at last, by the taxgatherer, if 
niet by themselves. The markets are better ; but they will 
viot put mto their pockets what the bad ones took out of 
them. Those who have been ruined will not. be restored 
‘affluence by the good markets. Those who have been 
tottering on the brink of ruin may be kept there a little 
lohgetin suspense ; but over the precipice they must go, 
and afl their streezling is of no use. The “ gradual 
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abatement’ of a flood does not resiore to life those whom 
the torrent has previously drowned ; nor will mending 
the markets for future farmers retrieve the distreses of the 
present race. Landlords grow poorer, farmers sink into 
paupers, and help to pull down others by the fall.— 
The nation grows weaker; and disloyalty spreads more 
rapidly ; for however strange it may appear to the fat- 
teners upon public distress, people soon loose an affec- 
tion for a system that plunders them of their property, and 
deprives them of their rights. At the next Cabinet Council, 
if his Majesty should be present, we hope the royal con- 
science keeper will read these remarks. 

The next paragraph runs thus ;— 

“ GENTLEMEN OF THE House oF Commons,—We have it in 
command from his Majesty to thank you for the supplies which you 
have granted for the service of the year, and to assure you that he 
has deprived the sincerest pleasure from the relief which you 
have been enabled to afford his people, by a large reduction of 
Taxes.” 

The first part is very kind indeed, and compensates very 
well for a million or two of supplies beyond the necessary 
demand. Civility costs nothing to the obliged party, 
though it may be bought sometimes at too dear a rate, on 
the other side :—but we need not have been mocked about 
the large reduction upon taxation, when it has not been 
reduced, but on the contrary encreased—a matter we are 
prevared to shew whenever we receive his Majesty’s com- 
mands for that purpose; or whenever Mr. Huskisson will 
solicit an interview. What is the object of taxation? To 
enable those who produce nothing to live upon the labour 
of thos: who produce all. The amount of taxation is 
therefore to be measured, not by sums of money, but by 
what those sums will produce. Now we are ready to shew 
as plainly as figures can convey the idea of demonstra- 
tion, that the minister can now command, with his 
dimimshed revenue and reduced taxation, a greater 
quantity ofall sorts of produce than he could have done 
with the highest amount of the war taxation; and we 
fearlessly contend, that the taxes have been increased, 
and not diminished. His Majesty’s 300,000!. per 
annum is worth as much as 400, 0001. was worth during 
the war. Every minister has had his: salary increased 
one third at least, by the reduction of prices The judges 
who are saidto superintend the provisioning of the Mil- 
bank Penitentiary, and who know so well thai— 


“ Alan wants but littl here below, 
‘ Nor wants that little lone.” 
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have never applied to parliament to reduce their salaries ; 
and we dare say never would, if wheat should be only as 
many pence, as it is shillings per quarter. And, yet, con- 
sidering how much they complain of fatigue, it is hardly 
possible to conceive how they find time to spend the money, 

except they have extravagant son, OF fine daughters to 
help them. 

We shall not waste any time upon his Majesty’s assu- 
rances as to his foreign policy. We have seen more of it 
than we like for many years ; re trust it will be al- 
tered shortly. We had rather have the open enmity of 
the foreign tyrants, than their enmity. ‘They are only 
formidable where they can bribe and betray. We wish 
the mark to be pulled fairly off; and if Spain cannot do 
this, we must prepare for a good tug at it ourselves. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Peter Watson acknowledges the receipt of £4 9s. 3d. from Mr, 
Thomson, Editor of the Leicestershire Chronicle, being the amount 
of a eee from a few friends in that one 


Rattinid of the Black Divart. 


Te 


From the Black Dwarf in London to the Yellow Bonze 
alt Japan. 





HANGING OF CHILDREN. 
RESPECTED FRIEND, 

Among other instances of civilization, religion, and 
humanity, which this country affords, andmany of which 
I have enumerated to thee, that of hanging children, 
until they are actually dead, demands a conspicuous 
piace. Horror and indignation almost compel me _ to 
throw down the pen, while my outraged feelings con- 
t-mplate the atrocity Iam about to relate. ‘they tell me 


here, it is the law ; and that I ought to be satisfed. | 


answer, that it was the law which threw the victims into 
the flames of an auto da fé; that it is the law which 
throws the widow of the Indian uvon the funeral pile of 


her deceased husband—but these are laws with which 
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humanity cannot, ought not to be satisfied—and | take 
leave to add, that hanging children tor offences which 
their feelings do not warn them against, and while their 
judgments are unripened, is an abomination to the age, 
and an insult to the understanding. Some five years since, 
thou wilt remember that there were almost monthly hang- 
ings for passing forged notes. Thy little friend took an 
active part in reprobating the cold-blooded contempt for 
human life which led to these murderous executions, for 
they were no better ; and I can more easily account for the 
conduct of that man who in a fit of passion destroys 
aiiother, than for the behaviour of those who can see a 
human being sacrificed for an offence, to which the pro- 
secutors are adsoiute parties, I most decidedly object to 
the usurped right of society to take away life for anything 
but the sacrifice of life. But to take it away so wantonly 
as to aflix the penalty of death to an ordinary fraud, 
comm tted by « child, is so flagrant a wrong, so malevo- 
lent a sport with iife, that I shrink in absolute horr r 
from the very idea of being one of the sp 


ecies to which 
the belong. 





The frequency of these murderous executions, at the 
time alluded to, roused the public indignation to such a 
ueight, that the hangers were obliged to relinquish their 
horrible empioyment. Unfortunately the public were sa- 
tisfied with the relinquishment.of the pzactice, when they 
should have demanded the abolition of the aw, which 
sanctioned it. The indiseniminite hangimgs ceased.— 
Occasionally a hapless being was destroyed ; but care was 
taken to bDluntthe popular feeling, byselecting old offenders 
ormen who were said to be so:—and eventually the offence 
was much diminished by the withdrawing of the smaller 
notes from circulation. This has veduced the public feeling 


on the subject toalow ebb; and of the public apatiry, a most 


terrible advantage has been taken to recommence the work 
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of death. A boy,{ may call him a child, of seventeen, has 
been hanged for passing forged notes! Does not thy blood 
run cold at the bare idea! How many offences, ten times 
as prejudicial to the peace and welfare of society, have 
been pardened to men in the full possession of the strongest 
mental faculties ;—and here a child, evidently in pos- 
session of no strength of mind, has fallen a victim toa 
luckless temptation, and has been hurried out of life, 
when a smart whipping had been punishment enough - 
I could scarcely believe my eyes, when I read the acconnt 
of his death. I noticed his trial. The jury saw clearly 
that he was guilty of the offence; which is no more than 
‘a petty fraud. It is offering something which is not what it 
purports to be: but it is a fair challenge to the judgment 
of the taker, as to its validity. O/feringa bad note is no 
greater moral offence than offering a bad farthing. An 
outcry IS raised against the parties, on the pretence that 
forgery is so dangerous a crime in a commercial society :— 
but this is not forgery. itis merely offering a forged note 
to the judgment of those wnom the owners of the genuine 
note ought to enable to judge between the real and the 
false note. Cotning is punished with death: but the 
passing of false coin is not so punished. Allowing then, 
for the sake of the position, that forgery ought to be 
punished with death, surely the offering of a forged note, 
like the offering of a bad guinea, oughi not to be treated 
in thesame way. This is, indced, to imitate the savage 
laws of Draco, and to write the stattte-book in blood. 
The Bank, to excuse itself for the slaughter of the of- 
fevers of forged notes, has said that as the forgers cannot 
be discovered, it is compelled to hang the utterers. But 
is this a defensible proposition’ Is a want of vigilance 
on their part to endanger the lives ofothers? It has bee 
proved a hundied times that they have taken no step to 
prevent forgery. ‘To make the task of forgery more diffi” 
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cult, would be to increase the chance of the detection of 
the forger, A man now needs only a few implements 
which he may carry in his pocket, to commence forger.— 
He can remove easily from pursuit. He needs only one 
confidential person, as a medium between himself and 
those who put them in circulation. The Bank could mul- 
tiply his difficulties a hundred fold. They might issue 
notes of which no imitation could be made, to any extent, 
without expensive and bulky apparatus ; which would re- 
quire capital and a fixed residence. But this the Bank stead- 
fastly refuses to do. When the public required that this 
should be done, what mean falsehogds, what despicable eva- 
sions were resorted to in the legislature, and out of it, to 
mislead the public mind. They were told that asystem had 
been adopted, that notes were actually printed for issuing, 
and the day was more than once fixed for their being is- 
sued. I proclaimed that these were untruths—that not a 
single note was ever prepared to replace the paltry things 
in common use; and the whole scheme was abandoned, 
after some unmeaning experiments, because the bank did 
not choose to bear the expenseof a better executed note, 
and because the power of hanging the common utterers 
was left in its hands, to be uscd at its discretion! It is an 
understood arrangement, that these matters are left in 
the hands of the agents of the bank. Whom they will, 
they save ; and whom they will, must undergo the horrid 
sentence of this miscalled law. Recently, they have not 
been so prodigal of life ; and there have been strange in- 
stances of mercy which left the cases in which the law was 
left to take its course still more horrible ; for if any thing 
can render the law respected, it is the impartial manner in 
which it is applied to all. As this law ought not to exist, | 
have always hailed the escape of an offender, as a triumph 
of justice against the inexorable statute; but it cannot 
be doubted that a double pang is inflicted in the bosoms o 
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the friends of the sufferers, by the contemplation of the 
escape of others. At Warwick, in the course of the last 
year, two men were tried on the same day, for the same 
offence of uttering bad notes. The proof was equally clear 
and the sentence thesame. Yetonly one was destroyed, 
aman with a large family ; and the other, a being with no 
one to acknowledge him, instead of suffering on the scaffold 
was transported forlife ! The one underwent the most dread™ 
ful punishment. ‘The other in reality had no punishment 
at all. Punishment to him was an advantage, instead of 
an injury. I was tempted to rejoice that one had escaped 
harmless from the fangs of the ; but what mast 
have been the sufferings of the family of the other? More 
recently in London, there have been some victims spared ; 
who might have been more plausibly sacrificed than the 
boy in the horrid instance before me. ‘The jury that tried 
him recommended him to mercy, and not only on account 
of his youth; but because they thought the law was too 
severe for the offence. They tendered a paper to the Judge 
to this effect ;—but the judge refused to receive it ; and 
their recommendation was disregarded. For this they 
have themselves to thank; and I know not how they 
will reconcile it to their consciences to have been accessa- 
ries to the death of an individual whom they thought ought 
not to have been destroyed! I could not reconcile it to 
mine. I should deem myself as guilty of his death, as if 
{ had tied the noose round his neck, and withdrawn the 
fatal bo't. And I may tell thee, in confidence, that no 
mower upon earth should have induced me, asa jurym«n, 
to have put sucha child into the jeopardy of life, by a 





verdict of guelty. The slaughter will not cease until 


jurres refuse to convict ; and in my view of the case, they 


are bound in justice, in honor, in humanity, to acquit all 


who are tried, no matter for the proof, until the punish- 


ment Is proportioned to the offence. ‘The judges tell jury. 
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men they are bound to carry the law into effect. I reply 
they are not bound to carry into effect a law that ought 
not to exist. Theirs isa double duty—they owe JUSTICE 
to the ACCUSED, as well as respect to the law. They 
are hound “ well and truly to try, and JUST DELIVE- 
RANCE make ;’’—and if they deliver a man over to death, 
who in their consciences they think ought not to die for 
the offence, they make an UNJUST DELIVERANCE, 
and are FORSWORN! A law mght make it death to 
pick a pocket 5 but would any juryman lend himself to 
the murder of his fellow-man by the forms of sucha law / 
Juries often perjure them:elves, as it Is called, by return- 
ing verdicts of guiliy of stealing under the value of 40s: 
when the articles are of many times that value, to take 
the prisoner out of the hands of the law, which makes 
the stealing of that sum, under certain ciicumstances, a 
capital offence. They do this in cases when they know 
that the penalty would not be exacted; and how can 
they reconcile it to themselves to hazard the chance 
of the execution ofa fellow-creature for the utterance of a 
fcrged note, when they feel satisfied that death ought not 
to be inflicted for such an offence. Some may say, that 
offenders of this description ought not to escape without 
punishment. I answer, they could not escape without a 
sufficient punishment. ‘The Bank have it in their power, 
after an acquittal on the capital charge, to indict for what 
the call the minor offence of having forged notes in posses- 
sion. ‘The punishment for this offence is transportation fot 
fourteen years ; and is ample punishment for the offence of 
offering a forged note, uncer all the aggravated circum- 
stances that can be imagined. Next to the crime of mur- 
der, perhaps, is the burglarious entry of a dwelling-house 
by night ; and yet recently a judge on a provincial circuit 


refused to leave a burglar for execution, because he had not 


ill-treated the owner of the house at the time of the robbery 
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Let juries reflect a moment upon this case in contrast with 
that of the execution of a poor boy, for the fraud of passing 
a forged note. How other minds are constituted, 1 know 
not: but I should be ashamed to call a man my friend, 
and should almost blush at an acquaintance with one, who 
could lend himself to any share in such a transaction. Were 
1 a judge, 1 would not try any such case, or I would direct 
an acquittal, without I had a previous assurance that death 
should not en:ue. Were I a witness, nothing on earth 
should induce me to open my mouth against a prisoner, 
under the existing law. Were 1a juryman, tl would return 
no verdict but one of Nor Guitty! Were I a sheriff, 
1 would neither authorise, nor superintend such an execu- 
tion. Were I a member of the legislature, and any minion 
of the bank-directors were to dare to demand a co:tinuance 
of the law, 1 would consent only on. the conditions, that 
the governor of the Bank should turn hangman—the 
setvants of the establishment be the assistant executioners, 
—that the slaughter should take place in the rotunda— 
and that the dead bodies should he placed in niches round 
the apartment, to afford all the visitors sufficient evidence 
of the security of Bank-notes! I would also have a clause, 
that when every apartment in the building was full of the 
victims, the private houses of the directors should be ap- 
propriated to their reception; and to mark those who 
were the most devoted to the security of the bank, | 
would enable the Lords of the ‘Treasury to order victims 
to be hanged at their own doors. 

But, my respected friend, if the punishment of death 
be unjustifiably severe, when inflicted upon men who are 
fully aware of the danger that may await them, for this 
offence, what are we to think of it, how are we to express 
our indignation of its monstrous nature, when children 
are its victims, and immature boys fall into the ready 
temptation that it offers them. A child, to whom all the 





THE BLACK DWARF. 125 


glittering novelties of the world are so many baits to his 
desire to taste them, falls into bad company ; and finds a 
piece of paper in his hand the mere offering of which pro- 
mises to gratify his eager appetite. There is no difficulty in 
the way, to rouse reflection. The life is forfeited with- 
out the slightest notice that it is in danger. The mere 
extending of the hand is enough to place the noose round 
the neck. How few are there at the age of seventeen, 
who would be competent to restrain their passions by all 
the .reflection in their power. How cruel then to attach 
such a penalty to an offence that may be committed without 
an opportunity for any. I dare say the advisers of the Bank 
would call this cheld an old offender ; and it might be for a 
repetition of the offence for which they will say that he was 
sacrificed. But this is a paltry evasion. It has been represent- 
ed as a very great injustice that the ill conduct of young lords 
and high spirted commoners at universities, and other esta- 
blishments of asimilar nature, long after they are seven- 
teen, should injure their prospects in life: but here an er- 
ror into which a youth may be easily led, is followed by 
depriving him altogether of his life! Such legislation would 
not be tolerated in the most barbarous country under the 
sun; and the mind sickens with disgust and horror as it 
dwells upon it. 

To shew that this boy was not a hardened sinner, and 
that his mind had attained no decisive character, we are 
told that he swooned twice during the performance of the 
religions ceremonies, on the day before his execution. 
We are also informed, that “ great interest was made for 
“ him without effect :’—that when his father and mother 
took leave of him, the separation was so heart-rending 
that “ the officers of the prison, to whom custom, has, ren- 
«« dered such scenes familiar, were moved,on the occasion, 
‘ and the tears tricckled rapidl y down .their cheeks,” 
This does great credit to the officers of, the prison ;. but nat 
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much to other parties who might be named. There are 
cheeks down which no tears roll upon such occasions ; 
there are eyes that have no piteous dew to spare for the 
miseries of other people. There are hearts too hard to 
feel, and minds too callous to heed anything but the cal- 
culations of pounds, shillings, and pence! The mighty 
forger, the gigantic swindler Pitt, is professedly admired 
‘by men who lend themselves to the slaughter of his puny 
disciples, who venture to dabble a little in the property 
of other people. But there is a tribunal where men will 
meet on more equal terms ;—and when those who have 
sacrificed lives for twenty shillmg notes may be questioned 
a little more closely about the means in which they acquire 
ed the property they are so solicitous to guard at any cost. 
Nor would it be very surprising to me, though it may occa- 
sion some astonishment to these parties, to hear it deter- 
mined in the chancery of heaven, that ordinary criminals are 
often quite as much sinned against as sinning. From the 
sparing ofone recently convicted of this offence, and from 
the recommendations of the jury to mercy, in addition to 
the childish age of the individual, which put out of the way 
all idea of making an example of him to others, I had an- 
ticipated the commutation of his sentence, into one of trans- 
portation for life. Otherwise, 1 should have attempted to 
enforce the recommendation of the jury, by some of those 

2marks which have been felt on former occasions. I la- 
ment deeply that I gave any one credit for proper feeling 
upon this occasion, but the mischief is now without remedy, 
as it respects the individual ; and all that can be done is 
to endeavour to call up as much public feeling as may pre- 
vent any further slaughter of a similar nature. The exe- 
cutions here, are of fartoo capricious and uncertain a nature 
to be of any value, as examples, except only in cases of 
murder, where the practice has the merit of consistency. — 
In all other cases, it is as uncertain as the cast of a die, 
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what the punishment may be; and this accounts for 
the catalogue of offenders being so numerous. The 
penal laws are a chaotic mass: and almost every 
attempt to make them better leaves them worse.— 
Why, my friend, does notSir James Macintosh, or some 
other liberal member of the legislature look at the laws 
against the passing of forged notes? Why, truly, because 
the Bank prefers them as they are:— Downing-street 
and Threadneedle-street are man and wife ; and all attempt 
to separate them will be fruitless as long as juries will 
convict. But the next jury that is impannelled to try 
an utterer of forged notes can produce their repeal in a 
short time. The Judge would not hear any comments as 
accompanying a verdict of guilty ;—but let the next ver- 
dict be “ not guilty, because we do not think the prisoner 
deserves to die for the offence ;” and.it will be attended 
to. When juries know themselves and their own powers, 
they will find that THEY are the JUDGES, and that 
their own consciences are the umpires to be satisfied. 


Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 


oo _———-- 
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The traitor Morillo has at length thrown off the mask, 
and publicly announced his treason to his country. Hap- 
pily, the consequences of his treachery are not so fatal to 
the liberty of Spain, as he intended them to be ; for it is 
easy to perceive, from his own accounts, that the sol- 
diery, aud the public are not generally inclined to adopt 
his conduct as an example. By some fatal confidence in his 
patriotism, which was entirely undeserved on his. part, 
the command of Gallicia was entrusted to him, on account 
of his supposed suverior abilities as a military commander 
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to Quiroga, who held nevertheless‘an appointment in the 
same division. ‘The necessary compulsion of the King to 
leave Seville, where it was doubtless arranged that he 
should fall into the hands of the French, was seized 
upon by Morillo, asa fit opportunity to sound the feelings 
of the troops ; but he was aware that it was necessary to 
proceed cautiously ; and he laid the blame on the depar- 
ture ‘from the method prescribed by the law ina case, 
where a compliance with the forms would have defeated 
the spirit of the Constitution; and Ferdinand would have 
been the prize of the invaders. At first the troops 
of Morillo seem to have paid no attention to him; ‘but 
Quiroga was prevailed upon to leave the army for Corunna ; 
and Moritlo was left at liberty to practice upon their cre- 
dulity. He is now, ‘with about one ‘thousand, Zone 
over to the Frénch ; but from the smallness of the number 
who have followed him, and his complaints against “ pub- 
lie agitdtofs,”’ we are inclined ‘to believe that the feelings 
of the’ provittce ‘are yet sound : and Quiroga has répaired 
the error of leaving the army, by taking the most prompt 
measures for the:defenee of ‘Corunna. He has proclaimed 
the treason of Morillo ; and called upon all true Spaniards 
to rally round the Constitution. The other political chiefs 
and military leaders of Santiago, Orense, Vigo, and other 
places in Gallicia, have also issued proclamations against 
Morillo ; and it'is to'be ‘hoped, that: the disaffection of 
Morillo, ‘Who Kas delivered’ St. Lugo, his head-quarters to 
the Freéuch, “will only have the effect of leading the inva- 
ders to pétish ina ‘province'so capable of defence, if the 
inhabitants ‘have ‘btut-¢ourage’and patience on their side, 
qualities' that ‘Were ‘never “yet denied to Spaniards. Sir 
Robbert “Wilson, we are happy to hear, is atCortinna.— 
As Spain has no’ éffective army in the field, her resistance 
must'be ‘limited ‘toa guerilla “warfare, and the defence 
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of her fortitied towns. In the former service, where 
almost every thing depends upon the individual bra- 
very of the parties, the scientific knowledge of the 
art of war which Sir Robert possesses, would be of little 
use ; but in assisting in the defence of the fortifications, he 
will be aninvaluableaid. We could not credit the account 
of his return. While there is a spot of ground left, on 
which a free Spanniard can set his foot, we felt satisfied 
that Sir Robert Wilson, who had voluntarily embarked 
in the cause of Spain, would be found by the side of its 
devoted sons, contending for its freedom aainst foreign 
invasion -—and we find him in the post of honour at the 
hour of trial. Some of the wretched scriblers of our 
ultra-press, have said the business in the Peninsula is 
“ terminated |’? Let them make not quite so sure of that. 
They have got, it is true, an absolute King at Lisbon. 
They have found a couple of traitors in ‘the Spanish 
army. They have reached Madrid, and have set down 
before Cadiz. They may bribe a few more traitors ; and 
take a few more towns. The new loan may be all spent 
in Spain; and yet Spain will not be conquered. The 
plunder of the convoys of the Feench army will be the 
more profitable trade; and the Guerillas will be more en- 
couraged to pursue it. It is well said by the Corunna 
Journal, that the very factious will become Constitutiona- 
lists, when they have to furnish contributions to the 
French; and this is already the case. The army of the 
Faith, under Quesada, is already naked ; and a pathetic 
appeal is made by the loyalists of Madrid, to obtain clo- 
thing for the ragamuffin banditti, and its villainous lea- 
ders. ‘he French find such allies worthless ; and there- 
fore leave them to starve! Want will probably pinch 
some of them into guerillas ; and by this means they may 
atone for the sin of having played the parts of advanced 
guards to foreign oppression. 
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TO THE EDITOR. 





Chester Castle, Jnly 18, 1823. 
DEAR Sir,—With the most pleasing feelings of grati- 
tude we have again to acknowledge the receipt of one pound 
nineteen shillings and eleven pence, on the 13th instant, 
from our radical friends at Leicester ; and also that the 
Ilchester Hero, Henry Hunt, Esq. condescended to visit 
us on the 16th instant, and bring usa subscription from 


Birmingham of five pounds each. We return our sincere 
thanks to the friends of freedom at Leicester and Birming- 


ham for all their kindiiess towards us; and to Mr. Hunt, 
for his most gratifying visit; for itis to him we owe much 
of that comfort we enjoy within these walls, and we 
thank God he ever put it into that gentleman’s heart to 
expose the tyranny and corruption practiced in too many of 
his Majesty’s gaols; and we rejoice that the principle, 
of liberty have taken such deep root in the hearts of the 
people, that years of persecution have not been able to 
eradicate, or smother them. 

It affords us consolation that when our friends in some 
parts of the country have become dormant, others are 
more vigorous, for thus an equality is maintained, and 
each bearing a share of the burden, causes our supplies to 
be nearly as regular, and sufficient, as if we were supplied 
from one general fund, and totally prevents us having any 
cause of complaint against the people at large. 

To those who have not communicated with us lately we 
feel thankful for past services, and to those who are now 
communicating we feel thankful for present services ; and 
wish all that are suffering in the good cause may possess 
the means of comfort in as high a degree as ourselves ; and 
we trust, when we obtain our liberty, we shall use our in- 
fluence on their behalf. We would just observe that we 
do not look upon the remittances we receive, as parts of a 
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debt due to us for services performed, but as fruits of 
those honest principles of truth and justice recommended 
by enlightened men, lovers of rational liberty. If, Sir, we 
conceive wrongly on this subject, we shall be happy to be 
corrected by you, orany of your numerous correspondents -; 
And remain, with every feeling of respect, 
Dear Sir, your’s truly, 


JOSEPH HARRISON. 
JOSEPH SWANN. 


P.S. In answer to a question from the friends at Lei- 
cester, J. Harrison states that his time will expire on Sun- 
day the’ 5th of October next, but he must find two sure- 
ties in £100 each, for five years; and as he has not heard 
who is willing to give bail for so longa term, be would 
be happy to be informed of any gentleman who is willing 
to engage it; and whether his bail will have to be pre- 
sented in the Court of King’s Bench, as he forgot to make 
the inquiry of Mr. Hunt the other day. 





_——_—— 


Bl 


DINNER IN HONOR OF Mr. HUNT BY THE MANUFAC- 
TURERS OF BIRMINGHAM. ; 





The 14th of July being the anniversary of the French Revolution, 
and also of the Birmingham Church and King: riots, was selected 
by the gentle nen who had in ited Mr. Hunt, as the most appro. 
priate day to exhibit the remarkable change which has taken place 
in their politica’: feelings. Mr. Hunt was met at the Mermaid, on 
the London road, by a committee on foot, a number of gentlemen 
in an open landau, and a concourse of people, decorated with 
laurel and blue and white favours. The procession was preceeded 
by the band of the Warwickshire Local Militia, and by men car- 
rying a large tri-coloured silk banner, with various inscripuons. 
This peaceable assemblage formed a remarkable contrast to that 


riotous and incendiary mob, which thirty-two years before had 


passed over the very same ground, marking its progress by ravage 
and desolation. On the right hand stood the renovated mansion of 
the philosophical, the pious, and the patriotic Priestley ; and on 








—— 
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the left, we observed the ruins of Bordesley Hall, a striking me- 
mento of the folly of the multitude, and of the desperate and 
reckless wickedness of the then ruling faction. On reaching the 
market-place, which is very spacious, and situated on the top and 
side of a steep hill, a halt was made for the purpose of presenting 
Mr. Hunt with a congratulatory address on the occasion. The 
spectacle here presented was most picturesque and magnificent. 
We heard many of the inhabitants remark, that there had never 
been upon any similar occasion, any thing like the number of people 
assembled in Birmingham, except on the public entry of Mr. 
Wooler. Mr. Edmonds then read the foliowing address :— 
To HENRY HUNT, Esq. 

Sir,—It is with feelings of the proudest exultation that, in the 
name of the coitmittee for conducting this day’s proceedings, I 
bid you welcome to Birmingham, The Reformers of this town 
have long admired your unshaken attachment to the liberties of the 
nation, and your persevering exertions in their behalf. They have 
long wished to pay their personal respects to the man who has so 
nobly dared, in defiance of persecution, to promulgate the prin- 
ciples of a Radical Reform, the accomplishment of which alone 
ean save England from degradation and ruin. Your ready attention 
to their call, has given them an opportunity of showing how much 
they value your efforts; and I doubt not but they will acquit them- 
selves as true patriots, and convince you that they are ever ready to 
render you their most effectual support in opposing the measures 
of the leagued banditti of royal ruffians on the continent, or the 
boroughmongers and their retainers, with which cur 
country is unfortunately infested. 

England, sir, now presents to the world the sad spectacle of a 
fallen nation. She beholds among villainous emperors and kings 
the most infernal alliance, for subjugating the liberties of the world, 
ever recorded on the page of history.—These sceptred monsters, 
finding that the increasing knowledge of the age had enlightened 
people’s minds in a manner tending to injure their usurped autho- 
rity ; have ceased to make war upon each other—have relinquished 
their former practice of endeavouring to cut each other’s throats, 
and, in lieu thereof, have leagued themselves together in a general 
crusade against the rights and liberties df all nations. I Heed not 
inform you, that their hellish designs are now directed against 
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Spain, and that countless numbers of their myrmidons have 
marched to destroy all that is virtuous, and honourable, and dig- 
nified in that nation, and to reestablish despotism and the inqui- 
sition ; and this too is doing by the armed slaves of that accursed 
banditti of emperors and kings, while the Ministers of England 
are looking with indifference on the unholy contest, either for want 
of the means of assisting the brave Spaniards, or more likely, be- 
cause they are 





to the villainous league, and countenance its 
proceedings. Should Spain be subdued, no question can be enter- 
tained but an attempt will be made to stifle what remains of tie 
English Press, and thus complete the final overthrow of English 
Freedom; and, therefore, I trust that the British people will be 
alive to their own interests, and support the Spaniards to the extent 
of their capacity, the better to enable brave men to overcome their 
merciless invaders, and restore peace and happiness t> their 
bleeding country. 

When we review the measures which have exslaved this once 
happy nation, and the general conduct of those who have opposed 
those unfortunate measures, it is impossible to refuse to Henry 
Hunt the acknowledgments due to him from every individual who 
has the interests of his country at heart. Withunequal force you 
Sir, have contended against the monster, T'yranny—You have dared 
to grapple with the beast, although its eyes darted fury, and its 
ravenous jaws threatefied destruction. You, Sir, have honestly 
supported the cause of the people against their oppressors, and, 
in fighting the battle of freedom, you have suffered persecution in 
the bastile of the enemy ; from whence, having passed the ordeal 
of “ Hereditary Cancers,” and “ Inflammations of the bowels,” 
we hail with triumph your liberation, as the harbinger of new strug- 
gles for the common good of mankind. 

It is a source of great consvlation to reflect on the change, which, 
during the last thirty years has been effected in the minds of the 
people. A most complete revolution has taken place, and numerous 
supporters of tyranny are now become its decided opponents. 
Thirty-two years back this day was distinguished by the demous of 
“ Church and king,” exhibiting themselves in their natural cclours, 
when they so wantonly fired and destroyed the private dwellings of 
individuals, and the mecting houses of dissenters, and committed 


devastations and plunders at which humanity shudders. We can 
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now meet to congratulate our Champion and Friend, and to cele- 
brate the destruction of the infamous French bastile without fear 
af being disturbed. The enemy know that we are united, which 
renders us invincible, and therefore they dare not attempt to act 
over again the dreadfuland disgraceful proceediags of 1791. The 
corruptionists of this country constitute a body totally distinct fram 
the people, on the plunder of whose resources they exist; but it 
is to be hoped that a short period will put it out of their power to 
prevent the establishment of that radical reform so loudly demand- 
ed by their nation.” 

‘Mr. Hunt then presented himself to the assembly, and said, that 
it was with the greatest pride that he, for the first time in his life, 
presented himself to an assembly of his fellow countrymen of the 
town of Birmingham, The immense assembly which he now saw 
before him, was of itself more than a sufficient reward for all that 
he had endured in the cause of the people. What a contrast did 
that assembly present to the infamous “ Church and King mob,” 
which by its atrocities had inflicted a stigma upon the character 
of Birmingham. Now, however, he was convinced, that all the 
wealth of Birmingham could not purchase a hundred people to act 
the part of those diabolical rufhans. He little thought of meeting 
such an immense assembly of Englishmen, an assembly which 
proved that there is no apathy among the reformers.—(A pplause. ) 

The procession then proceeded to the residence of Mr. Ragg, 
where Mr. tlunt alighted, previous to his proceeding to the place 
appointed for the dinner. This place had been erected for the pur- 
pose, and was an extensive square, capable of containing some 
thousands. The interior was very neatly fitted up; the walls aud 
different parts of it being decorated wirh a profusion of flowers. 
We observed also flags in different parts of the room, which gave 
it a very linposing and picturesque appearance. 

Between three and four hundred persons sat down to dinner.— 
—This number was much less than that which attended at Mr. 
Wooler’s dinner, and less than was expected: many reformers 
having declined to attend, under the apprehension that the pro- 
ceedings would not pass over without a disturbance. This fear was 
principally excited by some writings, which had appeared on the 
walls, threatening a repetition of the acts of 1791, Sir Charles 


Wolseley, Mr. Northmore, and other gentlemen who had attended 
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Mr. Wooler’s dinner, were expected to have been present on this 
occasion, but were prevented by unavoidable obstacles. Mr. George 
Edmonds was called to the chair, and said, he deeply regretted 
that it had fallen to his lot, since he could have wished to have had 
it filled by one more able. It was, however, his maxim never to 
flinch from any post assigned to him, whether to perform the part 
of a general ora commoa man. Though he would cheerfully allow 
to others the capacity of serving their country better than he, yet 
he would never admit that any man was more attached to the cause 
of humanity—or would go further towards promoting the happiness 
and welfare of mankind than himself, That day was remarkable, 
not because they had the good fortune to meet a man, of whom they 
were all proud, but because on that day a lesson—a severe lesson was 
read to tyrants—it was the anniversary of the downfall of the 
Bastile ; and, however some might wish to slur it over and blot it 
from the page of history, the 14th of July would ever remain a 
glorious era in the annals of the world.--(Great and continued 
applause.) The following toasts were then drank,—“ The people, 
the source of all legitimate Power.” “Civil and Religious Liberty 
allover the world.” “The Rights of Man, aud may all Nations 
have the wisdom to understand, and the courage to defend them.” 

Mr. Edmunds then proposed the health of Mr. Hunt, in an ap- 
propriate speech, as “ The champion of radical reform—the fearless 
advocate of the nation’s rights—the undaunted supporter of the 
people against their oppressors—the bastile proof patriot, Henry 
Hunt, isq. with our assurance ti at we hail bis presence among us 
with heartfelt emotion.”—(Loud and vehement applause.) 

Mr. Hunt then addressed the meetirg nearly as follows :—Ladies 
and Gentlemen—I know you will be candid enough, if on this occa- 
sion I should speak of myself, uot to attribute it to egotism or a feel- 
ing of petty vanity. For more than twenty years you have read and 
heard of my name, for more than that time have [ been incessantly 
struggling in the cause of the people ; and during the whole of 
that time I have been constantly attacked by nearly the whole of 
the press of the kingdom (cries of shame) No man has ever ho- 
nestly stood up in tlie cause of the people without drawing down 
upon him the hatred and malignity of “ the powers that be ;” and 
no more effectual way is there to be found of ex pressing that hatred 


and malignity, than by bribing the press to pour out their atrociaus 
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calummies against the individual. I have known hundreds of ho- 
nest, and'ablemen, who have used, for atime, their dearest inte- 
rests if the cause of their country, at last retire into the bosom of 
domestic peace, incapable of bearing up against the calumnies of 
the press: They would have fearlessly faced the cannon of the 
enemy; but they had not courage to face their venomous and atro- 
cious slanders. Both Whigs and Tories had joined in this work of 
slander ; in fact, those two parties could not be better described 
than in the words of the historian, they were “ the two thieves, be- 
tween whom the nation had been crucified.” (Loud applause.) 1 
have grown gfey in the cause of my country, and never will betray 
or desert that great, that glorious cause. When the people asked 
for my assistance, I congratulate myself upon my good fortune, 
in never being afflicted with the natural or political gout.—(Loud 
laughter.) A few humble individuals inyited me here this day. I 
saw among the names of persons who had suffered in the same cause 
and I hesitated not to aecept their invitation. Mr. Edmond’s ex- 
pressed his surprise, that a greater number of respectable people 
are not present, but I do not wish for men of wealth and titles to 
be present. Ineither expected, nor desired them ; and I would 
advise you never again to look forward for assistance from those 


_ quarters. You are quite capable of conducting your own affairs. [ 


know certain people are in the habit of assertingthat the Radicals 
have neither power nor influence. But those people should recol- 
lect, that they have done sumething, and caused more to be done 
against them. They drove the borough-mongers to the extre- 
mity of passing a law by which they would not allow us to pray to 
them except in a limited number ; thereby intimating, that they 
were of more consequence than Almighty God himself, who gladly 
receives the prayers of his people, however great the number who 
meet together to offer them. There is one subject to which I can- 
not tielp adverting, and that is a subject which [ am well aware you 
will riéver be tired of hearing a lverted to upon all proper occasions, 
although the Spanish Meeting (as it is called) the other day would 
not sulfer me to speak of it for for a moment.—(“ Shame, shame.”) 
—Préviousto Lord Erskine taking the chair, [ attempted to acidress 
the meeting ; but was interrupted by a little smart-looking son of 


a pensioner, Mr. [obhouse, who accused ine of throwing wherever 
I went “ the torch of discord” among the reformers—The next per- 
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son that took the chair was Lord Wm. Bentinck, and he receives 
90001. from the people, and his family about 30,0001.—(T aughter.) 
Then came forward Lord Ebrington, Mr. Brougham, and Lord 
Lynedoch, all of whom are receiving good round sums out of the 
pockets of the people. Mr. Brougham is some sort of a lacquey 
to the Treasury—I have forgotten what he is called—Oh! I recol- 
lect, he is Sergeant at Arms tothe Treasury. But what do you 


imagine is the office of Lord William Bentinck? Why, gentlemen, 


he is the Clerk tothe Pipe. And what, you will say, in Gop’s 


name, is the Clerk to the Pipe ?—Ah! that was what puzzled me— 
bat at length, I found it out. (Cries of “ tell us.”) Why, it consists 
in holding up the Lord Chancellor’s gown, when he goes to Court. 
(Laughter.) It was among those gentry that his presence always 


threw the torch of discord, and I trust that amongst such I always 


shall throw that much feared torch. There are but two in ‘the 


House of Commons who have honesty enough to say that the whole 
of the people ought. to be represented~Mr. James and Colonel 
Johnston ; and these gentlemen have told me, that in consequence 
of their having made a declaration in:favour of those principles, 
not a Member in the house will act with them.—(Cries of “shame.”) 
—Mr. Hunt, in concluding gave as a toast, “the honest men and 
pretty women of Birmingham ;” which being drank, the Chairman 
gave, “The Memory of the brave Lancashire Reformers, who fell 
or suffered at Manchester on the 16th of August, 1819. Previous 
to drinking this, Mr, Iunt begged to intreduce a female who, with 
a child in her arms, was wounded on that occasion ; and the Meet- 
ing, in commiseration of her sufferings, entered into a subscription 
for her. Mr. Hunt next proposed the health of the Rev. Joseph 
Harrison and Joseph Swan, and between six and seven pounds was 
immediately collected for them.—The healths of Messrs. Ragg and 
Brandis, two persecuted friends of Reform, were then drank. 
They returned thanks in able speeches, which we have not room to 


insert. The chairman then proposed as a toast, “ Major Cartwright, 
and may the country produce many such blossoms of virtue, which 
bloom so beautifully and endure so long.” Drank with three times 
three.—The health of Mr. Charles Maddocks, the host of Mr. 
Hunt, was then drank with great applause.—Mr. M. returned thanks 
—The following toasts, with several others, were also drank with 
enthusiastic applause in the course of the evening :— 
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“Sir Charles Wolseley, Bart. and Thomas Northmore, Esq. may 
they shortly be as active within the walls of St. Stephen’s as they 
have been without.” 

“ T. J. Wooler, Esq. and the liberty of the press.” 

“ John Drakard, the independent editor of the Stamford News.” 

“ May the reformers throughout the nation be alive to the neces- 
sity of continued exertions, until they have obtained their just de- 
mands.” 

“ Success to the glorious cause of the Spaniards,” 

“ Confusion to the measures of the self-constituted Holy Alliance.’ 

“ Messrs. Creswell, Oliver, Hayward, and Ferrett, and long life 
and prosperity to them.” 

Mr. Hunt stated, that those three gentlemen had lately handed to 
hin a requisition signed by 500 freehulders, requesting him to be- 
come a candidate, at the next election, for the county of Somerset. 

The company was delighted during the course of the evening, by 
several patriotic songs, and the excellent band in attendance, did 
not add a little to the pleasures of the day. The meeting sepa- 
rated at an early hour, highly gratified with their entertainments, 


, 





The following is Mr. Wooler’s letter to the Committee, stating 
the grounds of his not being able to attend the meeting. 


“ To Mr. G. RAGG, Secretary to the Birmingham Union and 
Patriot’s Friend Society.” 
Dear Sir, 

It was with the greatest pleasure that I received the invitation 
to dine with the Reformers of Birmingham on the 14th inst. I con- 
sidered it as a kind remembrance of the labours and enjoyments we 
have shared toge‘ her, and as an earnest that though distant in person. 
I wasesteemed present in spirit at the deliberations of the Union. 
My acquaintauce with the reformers of Birminghain is almost coevay 
with the date of my political existence, and I trust it will continue 
during the whole period of my natural life:—for the persecution to 
which I have been exposed in common with the most active aad 
zealous among you, and in conjunction with our inestimable friend, 
Major Cartwright, has been to ne a source of more gratilication 


than our enemies will ever experieace in any imaginary triumph 


which they may obtain over the cause of reform, Past perils are 
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always dear to the memory; and the companions of past dangers 
alwavs cheering to the heart; judge then bow I must regret the im- 
possibility of being amongst you, on the day appointed for the “ Feast 
of Reason, and the Flow of Soul.” But imperious necessity binds 
me as fast to the metropolis, at present, as the will of the Porough 
faction, and the ministry of its despicable agents, once bound me 
in a prison adjacent to your vicinity: and I must accommodate 
myself to the circumstances which it is not in my power to controul_ 
The only consolation that I have, is to remember that itis nut from 
2 CONTEST, but from a review that I shall be absent. You assemble 
now to congratulate your friends, and not to attack your enemies ; 
and though I shall miss an enjoyment, the common cause will lack 
no essential service. 

“ [ cannot conclude without remarking, that at this crisis, | 
most highly approve of such assemblies, as that which you are 
about to hold. Itis essential that the public mind should be occa- 
sionally roused to the great question of recovered freedom or 
continued thraldom. The issue may be nearer than is imagined.— 
The state of the world calls for the most anxious solicitude, 
and the most careful attention to passing events. It is an 
age of miracles. Matters that would have startled our ancestors 
from fthe trance of ages, are now but.common occurrences, 
and pass without exanzination, or regard. Meanwhile the circle of 
our liberties is every day narrowing ; the six acts have been indeed 
adead letter; and one of them has ceased to exist; but the re- 
maining infamous statutes may yet be called into a dangerous acti- 
vity. Itwas rumoured, that the Russian Monarch, when in England, 
having witnessed some ebullitions of disrespect towards an illus- 
trious individual, made a kind offer of a hundred thousand Russian 
so‘diers, to keep the people of England to their good behaviour, 
whenever they might be required. If however, the Holy Alliance 
should triumphin Spain, the gracious despot may not wait for a 
request to send them; but send them without ceremony to enforce 
the admirable doctrine that the people have no right to any thing 
but what their monarchs choose to grantthem! How this doctrine 
would be received here, 1 know not—but we all know how it ought 
to be received : and we oughtto be ready to do our duty ; and in 
the meantime, to be active in promulgating the contrary doctrine 


that Kings, who have nothing but what they take from the people, 
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can have nothing acceptable to bestow upon them, except their re- 
signation of an authority which they know not how to use. 

Were I present at your meeting, I. should venture to propose, as 
a set-off against the declaration of these royal mischief mongers, 
that they will have no revolutions, the toasts of “ Revolutions 
wherever they are required by existing corruptions.” The congrega- 
tion of pestilential vapours requires the wholesome storm to purify 
the atmosphere; and it isas certain that human nature will ulti- 
mately rise against oppression ; as that tempests are in the order of 
nature, to promote the general operations of which they form a part. 

“ Pray tu.ake my best respects to the committee collectively and 
individually ; and again regretting that I cannot accept their invi- 
tation te attend the dinner in honour of Mr. Hunt, 

“ T remain, dear Sir, your obedient servant, 
“ THOMAS JONATHAN WOOLER.” 


ee, See 


Mr. NORTHMORE’s LETTER. 
“ Srr, . Cleve, June 26th, 1823. 

“:On my return home, I found your kind invitation to partake 
of a public dinner, in honour of the most calumniated, the most 
abused, and one of the most injured menin England; and al- 
though my great distance, and private business of importance will 
prevent my having the honour intended me; I rejoice that Birming- 
ham retains its high English charactér. Tory insolence, Whig hy- 
pocricy, and united plunder, have contributed to diffuse so much 
apathy among the people of England, that were it not for the energy 


-of your patriotic townand the sterling English spirit of Somerset- 


shire, and aefew chosen spots, f should begin to think that the Island 

was, (touse a phrase of Burke) “almost blotted fromthe map of 
Europe.” But the question now is, how long can this last? I can 
never too often repeat that evil is uniformly the precursor of good . 
and I feel.a conviction which I can scarcely express: that English- 
men will never quietly submit for any length of time, to be the 
slaves of Whig and Tory Boroughmongers, however strongly soever 
they may entrench themselves behind packed jurics, standing ar- 
mies, arbitrary power, false imprisonment, Irish insurrection acts, 


and Mancnesrer Massacre!!! 
I remain, Sir, Your’s truly, 


’ 


(Signed) THOMAS NORTHMORE 
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IRISH ABUSES. 


Substance of the speech of Mr. Brougham on the presentation of 


the petition of Walter Plunkett, of No.3, North Earl-street, 

Dublin, coal-factor, against Sir Edward Stanley, Deputy Bar- 

rack Master of Dublin. 

Sir, I hold in my hand a petition from a person of the name of 
Plunkett, complaining, in the bitterest terms, of unnecessary ob- 
structions, and intentional impediments, for sinister purposes, 
thrown in his way, in the discharge of a public contract, by a public 
ofiicer, of the name of Sir Edward Stanley, then and now Deputy 
Barrack Master of Dublin. In the discharge of my public duty 
it will not be even presumed, that I stand pledged for the truth or 
the fallacy of the charges therein set forth; but if the allegations 
be true, (and the petitioner says he is ready to prove them, to the 
satisfaction of this House and the country) I scarcely know of a 
case where the alleged public plunder of the one, followed, as it 
has been, by the total ruin of the other, more imperiously demands 
your attention. The Petitioner says, that after obtaining the con- 
tract, and entering into securities, and while in the act of deliver- 
ing the coal at the barracks of Dublin, it was usual for Sir Edward 
Stanley (whose duty it was to receive them and see them safely 
delivered) to keep your petitioner’s horses and drays standing at 
the barracks from 8 o’clock in the morning until 4 in the evening, 
before be would suffer them to be unloaded. That these impedi- 
ments were designedly, and for sinister purposes, practised by Sir 
Edward Stanley, in order to compel him (the Petitioner) to enter 
into the fraudulent views with which he was afterwards reluctantly 
obliged to accede, in order to keep his bail harmless, That the 
Petitioner, in order to induce Sir Edward Stanley to discharge his 
public duty, was obliged to deliver to his order four tous of coals 
for every hundred tons delivered, and that the coals thus delivered 
privately, amounted to the sum of 1501. The petitioner further 
states, that upon his thus agreeing, that the impediments were re- 
moved ; but that shortly after a proposal came to him from Sir 
Edward Stanle#, through a Mr. John Heavyside, a clerk then in the 
Barrack board, to this effect:—“ That Sir Edward Stanley, as 
Deputy Barrack Master, would give Petitioner receipts for coals, 
as if delivered at the Barracks; and that the Petitioner should go 

No. 4, Vol. XI. 
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to the Barrack board, and receive payment for them, and which 
sums when received he should hand back to Sir Edward Stanley.” 
The Petitioner further states, that being apprehensive, in case he 
refused to comply, the impediments would be again resorted to, 
he did agree ; and from time to time upon these fraudulent receipts 
given him, he received at the Barrack board the sum of 6501. !! 
which he handed over to Sir Edward Stanley. The Petitioner fur- 
ther states, that in consequence of these impediments and losses, 
by the said contract, he afterwards became a bankrupt ; and being 
on his oath was obliged to disclose the facts. He further states 
that the Irish Government of that year (1813) upon coming to the 
knowledge of the transaction instituted an inquiry into the conduct 
of Sir Edward Stanley, and required Petitioner to attend, and give 
his evidence there, as to the truth of the charges set forth. He 
further states that the commission of bankruptcy being then in 
prosecution against him, he was restrained by the advice of his 
counsel, from giving any evidencé until he had first obtained his cer- 
tificate ; of which circumstance he apprised the then Government 
of Ireland. He further states that in the year 1816, immediately 
upon receiving his certificate, and becoming a competent evidence, 
he apprized the Irish Government of his then readiness to come 
forward, and satisfactorily maintain every charge set forth against 
Sir Edward Stanley ; but was informed that he (Sir Edward) had 
been acquitted by a competent tribunal! He further states, that 
he has teen incessant in laying his charges against Sir Edward 
Stanley, before every succeeding Lord Lieutenant and Secretary, 
since the year 1816. The honorable gentleman concluded with a 
few pertinent observations respecting the readiness of the Irish 
Government in 1813, and their tardiness in 1816, by moving that 
the petition be now read. . 

Mr. Goutsurn in reply said the claim had been examinéd, 
and rejected by the government. Mr. Brougham, by an over 
sight, neglected to move that the petition be printed; and on 
Wednesday the 16th of July, 1823, Mr. Hume, made a motion 
to that effect ; which was resisted by Mr. Goulburn, who remarked 
the petition preferred a grave charge, at a period of the Session 
when it_ was impossible to be answered. It would, therefore, not 
be just to print it, as it must stand over till next year. Te was 
emtisfied that a satisfactory answer would be supplied. He took 
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this opportunity of saying a word on the petition froma Mr. Quin, 
who complained of great injustice from Judge M’Clelland, He 
had communicated with the Learned Judge, and but for his being 


then on the circuit, a complete answer would have been given tothe 
charge. Some of the facts however he had contradicted. 


So down dropt the curtain, and Sir Edward Stanley, through his 
friend Mr. Goulburn, obtains respite for another session.—Mr, 
Goulburn says, “ When a proper time arrived he was satisfied a 
satisfactory answer would be supplied.” Poor Ireland, when is 
your “ proper time”—every thing in nature has its “ proper time’ 
except the due administration of justice in that unhappy land—no 
time is “ proper” for that. ‘The time employed in rendering jastice 


there would be improperly applied; so thinks Mr. Goulburn, or he 
would have saved Plunkett from the trouble of petitioning, as the 


frauds alleged to have been practised by Sir Edward Stanley, were 


made known to him shortly after his arrival in that country as chief 
secretary, by the following letter :— : 


Bolton-street, Dublin, 21st January, 1822. 

Sin,—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
19th instant, in reply to mine of the 11th; I have also marked the 
present envelope “ private,” for the purpose of entreatifg your 
attention, for even a hurried perusal. Your letter of the 19th has com- 
pelled me to adopt this plan; for I am sensible had you either read 
my letter, or the petition which accompanied it, such a reference 
would not be given, for you say that the petitioner required an in- 
vestigation into the conduct of the barrack board; and'that you 
had only to refer Mr. Plunkett, to the replies of your predecessors 
on the 19th of August, 1817, and 23d January, 1619. Those two 
letters, as well as your’s, are now before me; and although they are 
all evidently written by the same person, yet in either of the for- 
mer, or in my letter, or the petition, is there one word expressed 
prejudicial to the barrack board, in the year 1819. Ihave there- 
fore to regret not having been able to have made myself more in- 
telligible; but had you looked over the corresponding book of that 
year, about the 4th and 29th of September, you could'have found 
that the allegations set forth, did not go in tle shape of a petition, 
but were grounded on the solemnity of an oath, taken before: the 
commissioners of bankruptcy, touching the conduct of an indivi- 
dual; andthen by reading the petition you could see how very pro- 
perly Plunkett aceounts for his silence, about the period that'the 
investigation was ordered, and the cause that compelled him on 
that occasion to seal his lips, for in reality it was no investigation: 

Here is a public officer, by name Sir Edward: Stanley, publicly 
accused ef public fraud, for having given false receipts for coals, 
and of applying their product to his private purpose. Plunkett, the 
petitioner, with the five commissioners of bankruptcy, as welfas thie 
counsellor and attorney employed on the occasion, say- they-are 
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ready to come torward and substantiate on oath the allegations set 
forth ; beside Plunkett has now in his possession the checks on his 
banker, where the money was paid; and which checks are endor- 
sed by a John Heavyside, a clerk thenin the barrack board, and 
the agent of Sir Edward Stanley in this transaction; and with all 
those proofs, the question that naturally suggests itself—is there 
no relief? Is there no redress? Is a who squan- 
ders the public money, to be not only countenanced, but protected? 
I did fondly anticipate the hope, and cherish the idea, that unde: 
the administration of the Marquis of Wellesley, that at least pri- 
vate wrongs would be redressed, if not public rights restored ; and 
it is with pain I must confess, that unless an investigation takes 
oes here, a parliamentary application on this subject appears to 
e inevitable. Your answer will confer a favour on him, who has 
the honour to be, Sir, 


Your most obedient, and very humble servant, 


FRANCIS O’NEILL. 
Right Hon. H. Goulburn, &c. 


Well then, Mr. Goulburn, it appears from the foregoing letter, 
that you had a little shuffling of your own—you thought to protect 
Sir Edward Stanley in your letter, under the mask of the barrack 
board ;—and you resisted the printing of Plunkett’s petition, under 
the garb of a flimsey speech in the defence of Baron M’Clelland, 
neither of which had any thing to do with Plunkett. There must 
be “ some gravel” in allthis. In January, 1822, at the time you 
were made acquainted with this transaction, the indenture of your 
apprenticeship was scarcely dry; but from the time you received 
the letter until the day you thought fit to send an answer, you had 
sufficient time to communicate with the individual whose legacy to 
[Ireland you are, He, Mr. Peel, while Secretary in Ireland, put the 
quietus on that subject for ever—this is certainly very singular, and 
explaining it will tend to solve the enigma in the concluding part 
of Mr. Brougham’s speech. 

In the year 1813, Mr. Peel being then secretary, and coming to 
the knowledye of the frauds of which Stanley was aceused, ordered 
an investigation—Plunkett could not attend for the reasons before 
stated, and the board of inquiry was either dissolved, or adjourned, 
as a matter of course. !n the year 1816, | lunkett comes forward, 
and Mr. Peel tells him that it would be the height of injustice to 
subject Dear Sir Edward Stanley to a second trial—Well then, the 
reader will naturally say, that Mr. Peel discovered some fresh 
matter to doubt Plunkett’s veracity, but we say it was not the doubt 
of Plunkett, but the services of Sir Edward Stanley that operated 
so powerfully on the mind of Mr. Peel. Yes, we say Sir Edward’s 
services were of that lasting stamp which can never be obliterated 
from the recollection of a minister. Look to his services in 1614; 
getting up a petition in the corporation of Dublin against Mr 
Canning, and Mr. Grattan’s Catholic Relief Bill ;—yet that was 
nothing in comparison to his services (or at least his intentions to 
serve) the following year! of which we may say more in a folowing 
number. 
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